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there appears to be for the perception of different
colours. I say " there appears to be/' for at present
we are far from having been able to follow it so as
to understand it; we can only judge by some indica-
tions. If we knew more about it; if we knew as
much about it as we do of the office of the eye in
relation to the perception of form, it seems probable
that the evidence of design in relation to the per-
ception of colour would strike us still more strikingly
than it does. In our present condition of ignorance,
unable as we are to get more than some glimmering
indication of the means employed, we have chiefly
to depend on the end accomplished. If we imagine
ourselves seeing everything in monochrome, like a
photograph, we shall readily understand of. how
much pleasure we should be deprived by the loss
of colour. Our present convenience too would be
much interfered with. There could be no such
thing then as signals depending on colour, or as
picking out objects by their colour from among
other things that they lie among. As regards such
a thing as signals, doubtless others could be devised
to take the place of those that we actually employ,
and on the whole it seems that our loss would be far
more in the deprivation of the pleasure we enjoy
from the beauty and variety of colours, than from,
the inconvenience of being debarred from the use of
certain means of discrimination which we at present